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This is the 2nd Torah portion in the Book of B'reisheet 
(Genesis). Ten generations after creation despite the 
relationship between God and Adam, the message of God 
had been lost altogether save a few people on earth like 
Noah. The acceptable sacrifice of Abel had long been 
forgotten, and the outrageous violence, envy, and murder 
committed by Cain had become commonplace on the earth. In short, God could no 
longer tolerate the stench of evil from the earth. But what sort of conduct could be 
bad enough to motivate God to kill off the creation that He had just looked down on 
and called 'good'? Jesus said that at the time of His second coming the world would 
be wicked "as in the Days of Noah". Today we will try to understand what that 
really means. 


PLEASE STAND WITH ME AS WE READ FROM TODAY'S TORAH PORTION 


? This is the genealogy of Noah. Noah was a just man, perfect in his generations. Noah 
walked with God. !° And Noah begot three sons: Shem, Ham, and Japheth. !! The earth 
also was corrupt before God, and the earth was filled with violence. !* So God looked 
upon the earth, and indeed it was corrupt; for all flesh had corrupted their way on the 
earth. 3 And God said to Noah, “The end of all flesh has come before Me, for the earth is 
filled with violence through them; and behold, I will destroy them [along] with the earth.! 


To understand what provoked the destruction of the flood 
we must look back into the end part of last week's Torah 
portion. By the time of Noah's generation, God had 
decided that man could not be saved. The first verses of 
Chapter six describe some sort of sexual deviance and 
depravity. It is an odd passage that talks about the sons of 
god coming down on to the earth and engaging in sex with 


1 The New King James Version. (1982). (Gen 6:9-13). Nashville: Thomas Nelson. 


the daughters of men. There are all sorts of opinions concerning this cryptic piece of 
scripture. The Bible Knowledge Commentary gives several explanations of what exactly 
this might have meant, but I think that the object of the text is to communicate a violation 
of boundaries. Something sexual was going on and it was wrong. It crossed the lines of 
propriety and was found wholly offensive to God. Boundaries are important to human 
worth and dignity. When boundaries disappear weird stuff happens. 


If you think about it for a minute, rape, incest, molestation, seduction, sexual slavery, and 
forced sex are all violations of sacred personal boundaries. As awful as these all are, the 
continuation of the text tells us that there was something more than sexual sin going on. 
God did not destroy the earth due to these sexual improprieties. But something had 
gotten so bad that God decided to abort and reboot the whole human experiment. 


Our superficial minds focus on the thought that sexual sin with relentless rape and 
perversion was the cause for the flood, but the Torah itself indicates that there was 
another category of sin that covered the earth. 


I believe the secret is contained in verses 11 
and 12. !! The earth was corrupt before God, 
the earth was filled with violence (so it reads 
in English) '* God saw the earth, and, yes, it 
was corrupt; for all living beings had corrupted 
their ways on the earth. ? 


This sinful behavior described tipped the scales and forced God's hands. All else could 
have been tolerated. All the sexual licentiousness and deviation could have been 
tolerated, but the conduct became so horrific that God could bear it no more. The Torah 
verse I just read openly declares, "Now the earth was corrupt before God and full of 
"robbery" (better translated "robbery by force accompanied by violence". 


One of the most interesting things to me in the text is the 
"WOE U NTO word used in Hebrew for "robbery by force accompanied by 
violence". It is the Hebrew word "Hamas". We are all 
THEM THAT CALL familiar with that word being used in Arabic. But in Arabic it 
curiously means "enthusiasm" or "zeal". It is a good 
reminder that words can get turned around and mean opposite 


EVIL GOOD, AND 


GOOD EVI iB things. It reminds me of Isaiah's warning, "*° Woe to those 
who call evil good and good evil, who put darkness for light 
and light for darkness, who put bitter for sweet and sweet for 
bitter." 


ISAIAH 5:20. (KJV) 
BIB 
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violence". Just think rampant organized crime. The 
Midrash, a tome of Jewish commentaries, comments on 
this word by describing "A situation where a vendor was 
out selling beans, and one by one all of the townspeople 
came by and took one bean. The justices were sitting 
within eyesight of what was happening, and they did 
nothing." The idea of the story is that as each person merely stole a bean they were not 
committing a prosecutable crime, but together they were stealing all that the merchant 
had. They were committing collective violence. It's the idea that collectively they were 
taking what didn't belong to them and they were doing so violently and against justice. 
The commentary further tells us that in the Days of Noah men raped and stole each 
other's wives and the whole earth became infected with total violence. 


When Jesus is talking about the 
i , end of times he said, “Just as it was 
Daysp \ eae ae in the days of Noah, so will it be in 
wee S ie 6 the days of the Son of Man. They 
were eating and drinking and 
marrying and being given in 
marriage, until the day when Noah 
entered the ark, and the flood came 
and destroyed them all” (Luke 
17:26-27). What Jesus is saying is that in the end times people will carry on with 
the normal activities of life oblivious to the evil going on around them. People gave 
no thought to the judgment of God or what was going on in the world around them. 


of Noah Were 


In 2 Peter 2:5, Noah is described as a "preacher of righteousness" who is spared 
along with his three sons and daughters-in-law for being different and set apart 
from the wickedness of the world around them. This verse makes it obvious that 
Noah was observant and vocal about the evil that was going on around him. Just 
think about the recent evil we have learned of going on in Hollywood. We all knew 
it was there but no one could prove it. We knew it because of the filth and 
propaganda that seemed imbedded in almost every program and/or movie coming 
out of Hollywood. We all wondered why everything produced there was morally 
bankrupt. Now we learn that the evils that Harvey Weinstein and many other 
directors were doing was going on, AND most of the Hollywood elites knew it was 
going on (along with politically powerful people) and they all chose to be silent 
about it. The scriptures tell us that Noah was not quiet about it in his day. 


r God always is a God of grace who gives 
| > opportunity for repentance. In the case of the 
i i er] à flood, God gave Noah over one hundred years to 
EN À complete the ark. God used Noah throughout that 
N | | y= time to preach righteousness to the people around 
=< . p> him. Hebrews 7:11 reminds us, "7 By faith Noah, 
R] ‘PEN TAN T being divinely warned of things not yet seen, 
Aaaa moved with godly fear, prepared an ark for the 
saving of his household, by which he condemned 
the world and became heir of the righteousness which is according to faith." In spite 
of God's warnings through Noah, the people hardened their hearts and we don't see 
an account of even one person coming to repentance. Noah was a great man of 
faith. He kept on building the ark even though he had never seen rain. 


Jesus tells us that the world will be pretty much the same as it was in the days of 
Noah right before His glorious return to earth. He warns us to “be ready, because the 
Son of Man will come at an hour when you do not expect him" 2 Timothy 3:1-4. 
Then scripture gives us a clear picture of the state of the world right before Jesus 
will come and it lets us know also exactly what was going on in the Days of Noah. 


Paul tells Timothy, “But mark this: There will 
wh be terrible times in the last days. People will be 
Gx r lovers of themselves, lovers of money, boastful, 
Mii : ; proud, abusive, disobedient to their parents, 
ous Times A ERE 
4 a ungrateful, unholy, without love, unforgiving, 
win , iene WORLD slanderous, without self-control, brutal, not 
Bine 10? lovers of the good, treacherous, rash, conceited, 
W lovers of pleasure rather than lovers of God.” 


~_ 


Gee, I wonder when the world will become like that? Does anyone see what I am 
seeing? I can't think of a more comprehensive description of modern Western 
Culture (or even worldwide human culture) than this description. It seems like the 
Apostle Paul is reading our "mail". It's as though he watched CNN and Fox news the 
night before he wrote these words to Timothy. Church, I used to think that we had a 
long way to go before we would be living "as it was in the days of Noah". But, I'm 
just not so sure about it anymore. Things are getting pretty much like Paul 
describes it. 


I do not intend to scare anyone nor I desire to end this message on a negative note. 
Even though the message of Noah's Flood is a horrific message for a sinful world, it 
is also a very hopeful message for a righteous people. In the midst of all of that 
sexual and economic violence God picked out and chose a righteous man and his 
three sons and their wives. 


7 (ii) ' ADONAI said to Noach, “Come into the ark, you and all your household; for I have 
seen that you alone in this generation are righteous before me. ? Of every clean animal 
you are to take seven couples, and of the animals that are not clean, one couple; °? also of 
the birds in the air take seven couples—in order to preserve their species throughout the 
earth. 4 For in seven more days I will cause it to rain on the earth forty days and forty 
nights; I will wipe out every living thing that I have made from the face of the earth.” 

> Noach did all that ADONAJ ordered him to do. 3 


REPENTANCE - TURNING AND GOING IN A DIFFERENT DIRECTION 

In a curious sort of a way God once again will judge the 
earth. And in a curious sort of way He provided Jesus as 
a means (like an ark) to save us from judgment and to 
lead us to safety. The passage should definitely cause 
some introspection. Ask the Holy Spirit today to reveal 
to you any stronghold that is kept in your heart that 
carries in is the spirit of wickedness as in the days of 


Noah. 


Are you a lover of self, giving more priority to yourself than to those around you? Have 
you become so consumed with getting ahead financially that you've been deceived into 
thinking that you can somehow really make yourself secure. You know what? You 
really can't. You can only be secure in the arms of God. Is there a spirit of rebellion 
within you? The passage in Timothy addresses disobedient children, but how about 
adults who are disobedient to the authorities that have been put over them? 


Are you ungrateful? You know most of us are grateful for the kindnesses shown to us, 
but few of us take the time to write a note and say "thank you" so someone that has done 
something for us. Be grateful, and write that note. Have you become a slave to some 
physical addiction in your life? Are you a slave to sexual excitement, alcohol, or some 
prescription med? Get free. Give it to God. 


Really the spirit of Noah is the spirit of SELF. It is idolatry which bows before the altar 
of three powerful and demanding gods; ME, MYSELF, and I. 


Did you notice that last beautiful sentence in verse 5 that I read in Chapter seven? In 
that interchange God told Noah all that He was going to do on the earth, and he told Noah 
what He expected him to do. And the text tells us, "Noach did all that Adonai ordered 
him to do." Now.... let's you and I go and do likewise. 


Let us Pray 
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